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Faith In The Resurrection Of Daring Venture
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men

most miserable.—1 Cor. 15, 19.

Not long- ago 1read a. meditation on the resiirrec-
tion. The author, alate Danish pastor, called it aDaring
Venture, to be l ieve in and put our t ras t in Jesus Chnst
a s t h e r e s u r r e c t e d S a v i o r . N o t t h a t h e w o u l d m a k e i t
doubtful; for he himself believed in Him as resurrected.

Looking at it from his angle of approach, he is right:
It is adaring adventure to l)elieve in Christ as the risen
Savior, to build our hopes and our expectations upon this
faith, not only for this life but for the life hereafter as
well, to live our life, to think our thoughts, and to fashion
our conduct in conformity with Je.sus as the risen Savior.

F o r n o o n e s a w J e s u s r i s e . T h e R o m a n s o l d i e r s w h o

guarded the tomb fell like dead when the angel descended
and rolled away the stone. And they were bribed by the
high priests to say that the disciples stole His body, while
they .slept. They weir the only ones by the tomb so
ear l y i n t he morn ing , be fo re sun r i se .

But was the resurrection only ahallucination or pure
fabrication and not areal fact, then the whole of Chris¬
tianity falls to the ground. Then our gospel is fahse, for
it .states plainly that Christ rose. Then Jesus was afalse
prophet, for He stated repeatedly that He should be
c r u c i fi e d a n d r i . s e f r o m t h e d e a d . T h e n t h e C h r i s t i a n
church has been deceived and has proclaimed afalse
gospel for 1900 years.

Now if Christ is not risen, we should still have His
e.xalted teaching, we should still .see His compa.ssionate
Mpii-it, and we should have His wonderful mii-acles, where
so great ijower was manife.sted. And many .say, that is
.suflieient for us. But it is not. For if Christ rose’not, the
whole go.spel, llic whole New Testament becomes doubt¬
fu l . I t i s so in tenvoven wi th s ta tements o f H is resur rec-
lion and its importance, and it is evidently written about
a. Havior who coiuiuered and is living. If Christ did not
ri.se. He has no power over death; for then death tid-
umphed over Him. If He is not 7'isen, He is himself a
sinner, for He .stated. He would rise the third day. Then
He must either have been afalse prophet or have lived
in, an illusion. If Christ is not risen, we are this day
pi'eaching afalse go.spel. Then the Christian baptism and
the Lord’s Huppei- can have no validity; then we have no
I'ight to siDcak of the powej- of the cro.ss, nor of the power
of His re.surrectioi). Indeed, if He rose not, we are “mo.st
miserable of all men”; because we trn.st in His re.surrec-
tion, and He rose not. Therefoi-e, it is aDaring Adven-
lui-e to build oui- lives in Christ as the resun-ected Savioi',
a s n o m a n e v e r t e . s t i fi e d t h a t h e s a w H i m r i s e .

.But even though it is tnie that thei-e was no eyewit¬
ness among men who could testify to His i-e.surrection,
we will neverthele.ss claim that it is well verified. We do
not find any ancient hislorical event bettei' verified than
the re.siua-eetion of Jesus Christ. It is the triumphant
conclusion of our four gospels. It is attested to by Petei-

and Paul in their Epistles. Paul dwells at length on the
resurrection in 1Cor. 15. Both Peter and Paul testify to
it in their semions, and John points to the same fact in
the Revelation. The New Testament writings were writ¬
ten at different times and by different men, the first a
few years after the resurrection, the last perhaps more
than forty years later. They were gathered and confirmed
acoup le o f cen tu r i es l a t e r—taken as awho le—and t he re
is no disharmony in the many testimonies of the resurrec¬
tion of Jesus. And there are still more that te.stify to the
t r a t h t h e r e o f .

When Jesus had been crucified, the disciples had lost
all hope. His prediction that He should rise from the
dead seemed now dead with Him. In the face of the fact
that He died upon the cross, it was impossible for them
to believe that He should rise. Despondency was setting
in, and for one of them at least, the fact that He was liv¬
ing again should be proven very plainly, or he would not
b e l i e v e .

Then when they had seen the risen Lord and heard
His voice, they were happy. It was ti-ue eveiy word He
had sa id . He was indeed the i r Sav ior and the Sav ior o f
the world. But no great power came to them until after
His ascension, when He sent His Holy Spirit from the
Father, as He had promised. Then there came to them
apower, an enl ightenment, and an enthusiasm. The
power of the cro.ss and the power of the resurrection were
by the work of the Holy Spirit made manifest in His
word. After this the disciples were the most feaidess of
all men. They te.stified to the salvation in Jesi7s Christ
early and late. ImjDrisonment and persecution did not
deter them, but only incited them to greater boldness.
Then those plain unleai’iied men began the great task of
carrying out the mis.sion command and to transform the
world. And when the apostle to the Gentiles had been
added to the .staff of evangelists, they made wonderful
progre.ss. Hundreds and—no doubt—thousands were
conver ted and the i r l i ves t ransformed for the bet ter. We
need oidy to look at the life of St. Paul, before and after
his conversion. Wherever they went, they preached the
gospel of the suffering, death and resurrection of our
L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t .

And as the disciples began, so have disciples until
this (lay testified of Jessus as the cracified and risen
S a v i o r .

The church has declined and does not manife.st so
great apower as in the beginning. Plowever, it is .still
the greate.st power for good in the world. It is the power
of the cross and the power of His re.surreetion that woi’ks
through the Means of Grace.

All this bears witness to the fact that Jesus Christ not
only “died for our transgressions,” but that He also

rose to our justification,” that He is the living Savior
who ti'iumphed ovei- sin and death and perfected His work
tor the salvation of man. And He is still with us and gives
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I thank T l i cc , Lord , fo r every care ,
This morn Iask Thee in my prayer,
Wi l t Thou be wi th me—work or p lay.
And gu ide my l i t t le hear t today.

* « *

I thank Thee, Lord , fo r qu ie t res t ,
And for Tliy care of me.
Oh, let me through this day be blest.
And kep t f rom harm by Thee.

Here are two fine evening- prayei-s:
Iam so smal l , oh Jesus dear.
Bu t i n Thy sm i les I know no fea r ;
Forgive my sin.s—let angels bright.
Be with mo at my bed tonight.

US power through His word and saaraments to purify
and edify ourselves, to give us life and power on our
way to eternal life.

There is agreat line of evidence for the resurrection
of Christ. However, it can not be proved by science. Not
even the possibility of aresurrection from the dead can
be proved. And many remain in unbelief. They remain
in the shallow water that their reason can fathom. They
dare not venture out upon the deep on the word of Jesu.s
Christ. It is stil l adaring venture to believe that the
eimcified Savior is risen from the| dead. But they who
dare to believe it are gi-eatly recompensed. As they ac¬
cept His word and sacraments, as they take Him at His
word, they are confirmed and strengthened in their faith
so it becomes afirm conviction that Christ is truly risen.
This is for us who believe agreat joy and afirm proof
that Christianity is genuine. Verily Christ is our Sa-vior.

N . C . N i e l s e n .

Now I l ay mo down to s leep ,
Ipray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep.
Gu ide mo th rough t he s ta r r y n i gh t .
And wake mo w i t h t he morn ing b r i gh t ,
God bless Mother and Daddy too.
A n d m a k e u s c h i l d r e n h o n e s t a n d t r u e .-O-

Teach Us to Pray Here is afine prayer for old people who find that
young hands are taking the place of their old ones:

W h e n I m o v e w i t h s l a c k e n e d p a c e .
Come in second in the race,
Should another take my p lace,

God give me grace.

When the cheering crowd shall cease
And, for another, me release,
May Ipass along in peace,

God give me grace.

One the disciples came to Jesus and asked that He
teash tb.em to pray. Isuppose they had often witnessed
His intimate communion in prayer with His heavenly
Father. The tranquility and sacredness of Christ’s prayer
had touched them and aroused adesire to leant to pray
a s H e d i d .

His answer was: The Lord’s Prayer. And indeed we,
with Luther, say that this is the best prayer. It includes
everything that we desire to ask for. It is, as some one
has said, shallow enough for the small child to wade
in, and deep enough for the mature Christian to swim in.
Also, the more we use this great prayer, the grander it
b e c o m e s .

Holger P. J0r(jensen.
in “The Immanuel Messenger. > }

■ o

B O O K SHowever, along with the Lord’s prayer we often
have adesire to form our petitions in other words. There
are occasions when we like to use another prayer, as for
example to say grace at the table. Especially now in the
transition of languages used in many homes, do Ifind
that some have difficulty in getting suitable evening pray¬
e r s f o r s m a l l c h i l d r e n .

We are accustomed in Danish to the several prayers
that can be said or sung at the table. Not many are
acquainted with any in English. Many parents find it
necessary to resort to the outworn and in some respects
unsuitable verse: “Now Ilay me down to sleep,” as an
evening prayer.

In our English hymnal, beginning with number 394,
to 402, will be found some suitable prayers for these
v a r i o u s o c c a s i o n s .

In addition to these Iwish to add some that Ihave
collected from various sources, and which may be of
help to some parents and families.

1have always liked to have large gatherings sing-
grace at the table, and therefore I, myself, have appre¬
ciated the following verse. In place of where we in
Danish sing the vei-se:

In The Twinkling- of an Eye,” by Sydney Watson, Flem¬
ing. H. Revel Co., 250 pages, $1.75.

This is avi-vid account of .sudden tragedies, supposed¬
ly portraying the sudden second coming of Christ. Not
only can the reader detect an attempt on the mater’s
part to make real “a la.st day” of the present world
order, but also to make real the tragedy of the life that
pays no attention to the end that may come “in the
twinkling of an eye.

I t i s t h e k i n d o f a b o o k t h a t m o s t o f u s r e a d w i t h
i-eseiwations of opinion. We are not inclined to think with
any depth of seriousness upon the “last thing-s,” and yet
our religious literature in the Danish language is rich in
works upon the subject; afi-iend has just loaned me
Bishop Fhiglsang Damgaard’s book, “De sidsfe Ting.
Of other recent books we can think of: Skovgaard Peder¬
sen’s “Tegn og Tider”; Martensen Larsen’s three large
volumns; Einar Prip’s “Antichri.st”; and T. Skat R0r-
d a m .

( (

> }
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This book is- not theological, though there is theology
in it; it is an “imaginative and dramatic stoi-y” of what
the writer thinks will tramspire on earth at Christ’s second
coming. Pei’haps such abook may turn us more to the
biblical account of these things.

Some time ago Iloaned the book to aperson who re¬
turned it with the remark “not much interested in it—
it seems so ‘holy rollerish’.” Perhaps others will say the
same, for our conceptions of things “holy” vary greatly.
Yet is there not more truth than fanaticism in this sen¬
tence from page 170: “The Lord’s voice in his spiritual
revelations is never heai-d save by the Lord speople.

We are simply not reading religious books now-a-
(Continued on Col. 159)

IJe.su Navn gaar vi til bords,
the following vei’se can be sung to the tune of the do:
olog-y and serves the purpose admirably.

( < y y

X -

We thank Thee, Father, for Thy grace
And for Thy bounty everywhere.
For this and every other gift.
Our g ra te fu l hea r t s t o Thee we l i f t . A m e n

Verses are easy for even small children to learn
and remember. Therefore prayers in verse form are per¬
haps best for small children. Here are two fine morning-
prayers (always together with the Lord’s prayer when
the child is large enough).

y y
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C O N T E M P O R A R Y C H R I S T I A N E T H I C S I N R E V I E W
Lecture Delivered Before the Greater SLiskcgoii Pastor’s Conference

laboratoi-y of science. If atest tube explodes, the pieces
can be cleared away and the experiment renewed with
fresh materials; but if amarriage blows up, the restart¬
ing point has shifted and the human factors have lost their
freshness. Life, individual and social, is agrowing organ¬
ism and we cannot clear away one set of moral attitudes
and start over again ;is if they had never been. Moral
e.xperimcnt cannot undo; it can only outdo.

I
It is, indeed, interesting to obseiwe the vast amount

of literature which deals with ethical pi'oblems. As one
rends the contemporai 'y works in th is fie ld, onc’ is very
forcefully reminded of the fact that we are living in an
age which is Amry alert to the problems at hand. How¬
ever, the more thoughtful attention one gives to the con¬
tents of this literature there emerges arather disquieting
feeling. It is to acertain extent encouraging to observe
that both American and European writers place agreat
deal of emphasis upon the social aspect of Christianity,
but this encouraging sign diminishes in importnnee, as
soon as one begins to understand that the great majority
o f t h e s e w r i t e r s h a v e f a i l e d t o s e n s e t h e r e a l f u n d a m e n t a l
problems in Christian ethics. This does not mean that
these Avriters are not offering valuable assistance, but it
does imply that most Avriters fail in their attempt and
desire to constiuct aChristian ethical system. The diffi¬
culty seems to be that we either lack athoroughgoing
understanding of the antropological axioms, or that we
camiot divest ourselves of certain prejudices in our think¬
ing. We know that Avhenever men commence to give sei’-
ious thoitght to morality, tliere arises what we call ethical
or moral principles. These are judgments upon human
condxict which are measured by certain norms.

The rich amount of popAilar and scholarly literature
in this particular field is not only being widely read, but
it is also being discu.sscd in many circles. The reason for
this unusual interest is not difficult to explain. The under¬
lying principles that govern human conduct are seriously
questioned as to their validitj^ and reasonableness; they
ai-e eAmn in some instances being completely discarded.
On the other hand there is also, on the part of those indi¬
viduals who protest and revolt against the ethics of yes¬
terday and today, asearch for an authoritative guidance
in the construction of the ethics of tomoi-row. In spite
of the progress that is being made in the reconstruction
of Christian ethics, we must admit the temporary charac¬
ter and value of nearly all existiiig systems of Christian
ethics. For this reason we ought to welcome every sincere
attempt that is being made to construct amore satisfactory
Christian ethics. The folloAving quotation from the learn¬
ed theologian, Professor Eduard Geismar must be rather
humiliating to quite afew ethicists, “Working- with Chris¬
t i a n e t h i c s o n e b e c o m e s m o r e a n d m o r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t
there does not exist any scientific treatment of the central
ethical thoughts.

Professor Geismar continues: “While in my youth
there reigiied agenerally accepted agreement that Chris¬
tian ethics was the time ethics, it is now the Christian
ethics which appears to be entirely untenable—granting
Ave Avill not continue the .secularization of Christianity
and the many compromises which are so abundant in our
. s o - c a l l e d C h r i s t i a n c u l t u r e a n d c h u r c h . ’ ’ W e m u s t a d m i t
the relevancy of this moral unre.st. If this problem were
in-elevant to the Chri.stian church, there woidd not have
been given so much attention to the subject as the last
years have witnessed. The problem has received attention
at many conferences, and it has also been the subject of
many new liooks, plays and articles. The problem cannot
po.s.sibly be irrelevant to us as Christians, because of the
very manner of our living, or should Irather say, want
of living; it is being challenged from many .sides. Of the
seriousne.ss and difficulty of the situation Kalph W. Sock-
man says, “Experiment in morals is not quite so .simple
a. matter of trial and error as that which goes on in a

> J
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The difficulty Avhich Christian ethics encountei-s is
that of convincing people of its I’ightful claims. One rea¬
son for this is that the Christianity of the occidental
world is charged Avith being, at least partially, adistor¬
tion of the religion of Jesus Christ. It is impossible to
conceive of Christian ethics apart from the New Testa¬
ment; and yet, Walter Lippman infonns us that: “The
modern man has ceased to believe in it (i. e. the Gos¬
pels).’’ If such is the case, then the folloAving words of
John Locke have little Aveight Avith our generation. “The
Gospels contains so perfect a. body of ethics that reason
may be excused from that inquiry since she may find
man’s duty clearer in relation than in hei’self.

On the part of others this charge has resulted in a
reconsideration of the old, very pertinent question: What
is the true Christianity? It is not difficult to find this
question expressed, in one form or another, in contempo¬
rary religious literature. It is, perhaps, one of the most
seai’ching questions that has ever been asked. The learned
Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, England, W. R.
Inge, approaches this very question with these Avords :

The Roman chureh furnishes amelancholy illustration
o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s u r A u v a l o f a n i n s t i t u t i o n h a s n o
necessaiy original principles.” He continues: “The policy
of the church mu.st be justified or condemned by refer¬
ence to the moral teaching of Christ, St. Paul and St.
John. But is it po.ssible to be sure that no contamination
entered the litt le society even in the first century?
This is not aquestion which, without serious reflection
and study, can be answered in the affirmative. But its
importance for the constiuct ion of aChrist ian ethical
.sy.stem is vei-y clear. The real hindrance of an apprecia¬
tive understanding of this fundamental problem may AA^ell
be stated in these words: “Both Catholicism and the older
Protestantism take the position that ‘the true Christiani¬
ty’ is easily recognized. Catholicism i*efers to the con¬
tinuous testimony of the churnh and its viagisternm,
Protestantism takes the position without further motiva¬
tion, that the Bible is the Word of God” (N. M. Plum).
It is impossible for us to enter upon adetailed study of
this phase of our sitbject. However, it may be well to
point out that it Avas the Lutheran theologian Grundtvig,
who showed the need of qualifying the .statement that the
Bible is the Word of God. He pointed back to the living
word as it was preached and believed in, before asingle
page of the New Testament was ever written. In 1825
he wrote: “The NeAv Testament Scriptures are specifically
addressed to the already belieA'ing and baptized church,
and they will not teach the chureh anything new, but only
strengthen and affirm it in. its Christian faith, Avhich, as
we know, is pre.supposed.” Unless there is .some Avay in
which we may discover what constituted the essential
message—to e.uangelion—of the apostles it is impossible
to speak of the finality of Christianity. No unprejudiced
student of the New Testament can ever deny that the

(Continued on column 159)
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C O N V E N T I O NHutJjeran ®ibingS Tlie Danish Evangelical Ijiithcran Church in America
will hold, Cod willing, its f)8th annual convention at Dane-
vang, Texas, June .14-18.

Topics for discussion and motions to be put before the
convention must be sent to the undersigned in time to be
pulilished at least 6weeks liefore the convention.

Delegates and pastors are urged to attend. The con¬
vention will begin with worship Thursday evening, June

JIdkon Jorgensen.
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Wi th reference to the a lmve announcement the Ans-
gar Congregation of Danevang, Texas, invites members
and f r iends of the Danish Church to meet in convent ion
here June 14-18. We hope that it will be ameeting which
will give .joy to many.

Reservations may be sent to one of the undei-signed,
preferably 10 days before the meeting .

Cres'ten Madsen, Danevang, Texas,
Pres, of Congregation.

A. E. Frost, D. 8. R., El Campo, Texas,
Pas to r o f the Church .

AU contributions to the contents of this paper should be sent
t o t h e e d i t o r .
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Advertising rates on request to the business manager.
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E D I T O R I A L

Thoughts of the convention at Danevang, Texas, oc¬
cupy the minds of many people in our synod these
days. Can we go? It seems so far away. Will it not be
too expensive atrip?

It does seem far; but for those who live in southern
Minnesota or Iowa, Mr. Bid.strup’s generous offer makes
the tranisportation co,sts no more than they would have
been anumber of times in the past.

And let us not forget that it is important that the
churches of the synod be represented at the convention.
We are living in atime of erksis. No one knows what may

'come up at the convention, which must be acted lipon.
Things may come up which will change much in the life
of our churches. There arc anumber of things below the
surface in our Church which concern us all very deeply.

o -

Proposal to the Convention
District 8proposes that the Pension Fund pay full

pension to all pei’sons eligible to receive apension, $400
to man and wife, $200 to single persons.

Any shortage in the Pen.sion Fund treasury for this
piu^iose may be made up from the Pension Fund Founda¬
t i o n .

It is probable that in anot very distant future the
government will pay an Old Age Pension. Many of the
old people sorely need the money at the present time,
so why iH’eserve this money till the time when the need
for it will be cared for by other means.

C. Sick, District Secretary.
- 0 -

Transportation to the Convention
Mr. C. W. Bidstrup of the Fort Dodge Transportation

Co., Port Dodge, Iowa, is willing to send two busses to
Danevang, Texas, provided he can get at least 40 pas-

The question of our relationship to other Ijutheran
churches will come up for decision some time. The
thoughts and feelings of many people are beginning to
revolve about this problem; they are finding expression
in our publications as well as in those of other synods.

s e n g e r s .
■The starting point would be Port Dodge, and Des

Moines for those who might wish to start there. The cost
for the round trip would be $15. Lodging at night, meals,
and other expenses are not included. The trip each way
would take three days, which would involve two nights
a t h o t e l s .

This transportation to the Convention udll undoubted¬
ly be the cheapest for people living in Iowa. But in order
that this arrangement can be realized Mr. Bidstrup must
be infonned of it before May 20. If there are 40 who
make reservations, they must before June 1send $15 to
Air. C. W. Bidstrup, Port Dodge Ti-ansportation Co., Port
Dodge, Iowa. They will then at once receive aticket for
the trip and final instructions.

Those who wish to travel to Danevang by this means
arc requested to infonn the undersigned as soon as possi-
l)le, at least not later than May 20.

On railways’west of Chicago lauind trip tickets good
for 10 days may be had for one and one-third of regular
first class ticket price. Coach tickets for 2eent,s per mile;
round trip coach for 14/5 cents per mile, not to be used
with sleeper.

Iexpect that further information on the trip will
come from Danevang.

The .status of the Engli.sh language in our work v/ill
also require redefining in anot very remote future. This
is aproblem which will have to bet met. If we can meet
it dispassionately, with our eyes on the future and without
bitterne.s.s, we shall be able to avoid much trouble, which
in the opposite case will be unavoidable.

# # # #

It is not easy to see the way ahead. But let us be
ready with open heai’ts and minds to take the best course
which presents it.self when the time comes. This will re¬
quire sacrifice of personal pT-ejudices, humility, and adeep
devotion to God fir.st and our synod second. And we will
need to be of one mind about the most impoi-tant things
of Chri.stian life, and to have agood deal of love one for
a n o t h e r .

*

May God instill in us much of patience, humility and
l o v e !

C. A. Stub. Hdkon Jorgensen.
N e w e l l , I o w a .
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Appeal to the ChurchesThe Trip to Texas
Wc have been working- the railroads for several

months for lower rates but eannot get anything lower
than 2nd class round trip coach rates, as they require a
minimiim of 100 tickets to El Campo, Texas, from all
parts of the U. S., not including clergy. Such tickets to
be val idated at the convent ion and i f not 100 of these,
t h e n i t m e a n s f u l l f a r e b a c k . T h e “ C o n v e n t i o n R a t e s
count only if there are at lea.st 100 who come by train.
We doubt vei-y much if more than 50 will come here by
rail, even though this is more safe and comfortable. The
majority will come by bus or private car.

The ]-ailroacl agent in San Antonio, Texas, has re¬
ceived the minister ’s name and address in all our congre¬
gations and information will be sent direct to them from
headquarters. He stated that the best they could give us,
outskle of Convention Rates for 100, is the round trii?
coach which means full fare one way and back. Those
people who want aPullman during the night, could do so
by paying the regular Pullman charge plus 1cent amile
for that distance. Rev. H. J0rgensen consulted the Des
Moines agent and had the same information. However,
they were considering getting a. Tourist sleeper in Des
Moines providing 15 pa.ssengers could congregate there.

The trip can undoubtedly be made least expensive
l)y private car, if four persons drive together, or by bus.
Here is aschedule of bus rates from some of the principal
c i t i e s :

F r i e n d s !

According to the budget which wms sent out to all
congregations last fall the several activities of our synod
will require the minimum outlay of $12,500. This budget
wa.s prepared after careful study, and the sum mentioned
must be forthcoming unless these various activities are
to suffer neglect, or show adeficit at the end of the
fiscal year.

To date $6,200 has been received on the budget and
$250 for the Canada Mission, which is hardly half of the
nccc,s.sai-y amount. Remember, that only what is desig¬
nated for the Canada. Mission is used for that pui-pose
and becomes decisive for the present and future of that
work. Rev. Christiansen has to date received only $250
from the synod and is on the point of .suffering want.

This state of the budget in addition to the rise in the
price of foodstuffs, etc,, which has taken place and is
especially felt in the large household of our .school at Des
Moines, brings us earnestly to appeal to our congregations
to make areal effort to supply the sum which the budget
c a l l s f o r .

We cannot afford to let go of the activtities of our
synod; there is enough of poverty among us, and, in spite
of all claims to the contrary, the help which we can re¬
ceive and the service we can render through our synod
is ,so impoi-tant, both to the individual and to the many,
that we do not need to be ashamed of asking for the
money which is needed.

Let not the love for our synod die among us. Take
hold, you who would like to see the work of your synod
go on. If the work of soliciting funds for the synod is
completed in your local church, try to seek out people
wlio have the will and the ability to make another con¬
t r i b u t i o n .

) J

One way fare Round trip
$39.60

3 4 . 0 5
4 5 . 2 0
2 6 . 5 5
2 5 . 3 0
3 3 . 3 0
3 0 . 6 0
1 9 . 6 0

Ijos Angeles
D e t r o i t . . . .
N e w Y o r k .
D e s M o i n e s
Omaha 
Minneapolis
R a c i n e . . . .

Kansas City
Greyhound bus leaving Minneapolis 1:00 p. m. Tues¬

day, leaves Kansas City 8:00 a. m. AVednesday, leaves
Dallas 7:00 a. m. Thursday and arrives in Houston 4:00
p. m. in time to meet the Bowen bus to El Campo leaving
the .same station in Houston at 5:00 p. m. Report your ar¬
rival at El Campo at 7:00 p. m. Thursday evening and
our Danevang people will do the rest. Please report your
coming and hour of arrival in El Campo and if as dele¬
gate or pastor at least ten days before the opening date of
the meeting, June 13.

The Greyhound bus schedule will give you time of
connections at various points with the above routing.
Yoii might also consult your local agent for summer ex¬
cursion rates. Undoubtedly anumber of our gme.sts will
want to route their trip via New Orelans and other south¬
ern points the one way.

The Danevang people are doing their best to prepare
for a. good meeting and they are hoping to be host to
many of our church members and friends. A"ou will get a.
chance to see the cotton in bloom and they ai-e arranging
for ginning during the convention.

The best place to get information as to route by auto
is your oil company or the American Auto A,s,sociation.
But from Chicago the best road is via St. Louis, Ihttle
Rock, Texarkana to Houston. From points in Nebraska
via Mritchita, Oklahoma City, Dallas to Houston. Prom
Des Moines via Kansas City, Fort Smith, Texarkana to
Houston. E ' rom Cal i fo rn ia or east o f Houston fo l low No.
90. Do not try any dirt roads! Danevang is located on
No. 71 out of El Campo, Texas, eleven miles south.

ArNiur E. Frost,
Danevang, Texas.

,$22.00
1 8 . 9 0
2 5 . 1 0
1 4 . 7 5
1 4 . 0 5

18.,50
1 7 . 0 0 Let us take hold all along the line during the last

four weeks of the fiscal year and solve this problem in the
only way worthy of us. AVe can if we want to; and we
want to if our love of the cause and our faith in Him who
has given it to us is sufficiently strong.

The synodical board begs you earnestly and sincerely
for help and depends upon that as formerly you udll not
disappoint us and those workei-s who are in the service of
the synod.

Le us pray God to forgive us and to help us, and let
us then take hold of this ta.sk; it is not ours, but His cause
we would further. Clod has given it to i;s, we are all His
stewards, and it is required of us that we be found faith¬
f u l .

11 . 5 5

The boards of the congregations and the pastors are
a.sked to acquaint their people with the contents of this
l e t t e r .

Des Moine.s, Iowa, April 11, 1935.
Hakon Jorgensen.
A . E . F r o s t .
0 . C . O l s e n .
P . L . L u n d .

Mnnk-Pedersen is at present employed at AA^ashin
ton, D. C., and could not be present at our meeting at
D e s M o i n e s .

r r -

- 0

Summer Camp
“The congregation and Young People’s Society of

AAk.st Denmark will .sponsor asummer camp (Sommei--
lejr) again this summer. Time, July 14 to 21. AA^e invite
both young and old to come and be with us these days.

J. P. Andreasen,
Luck, AA^is.
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L U T H E R A N C H U R C H R E L A T I O N S H I P S O u r C h u r c h
A t t h e 1 9 3 4 c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a h e l d a t S a ¬

vannah, Ga,, adeclaration of Lutheran
Churdh re lat ionships -svas drawn up and
passed. The Prc.sident, F. H. Knubel, was
directed to bring this to the official atten¬
t i o n o f a l l o t h e r L u t h e r a n c h u r c h b o d i e s
i n A m e r i c a a n d t o a p p o i n t a c o m m i s s i o n
t o c o n d u c t d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e m o n t h e s e
m a t t e r s . T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n h a s a l s o b e e n
sent to our president, Ecv. Hakon .Torgon-
sen, who has submit ted i t for publ icat ion
in th i s paper. I t fo l l ows hero ;

B o t h w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t t h e U n i t e d
Lutheran Church, there are ev idences o f
an earnest and increasing desi re for the
establ ishment of the c losest possib le re¬
l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n t h e n o w s e p a r a t e d
L u t h e r a n g r o u p s i n A m e r i c a . T h i s d e i r c
has found expression dur ing the past bi¬
e n n i u m i n m e m o r i a l s a d d r e s s e d t o t h i s c o n ¬
vention by eight of the constituent synods
of this body, all of them asking that some
act ion on th is subject be taken now.

The desi re for Lutheran Church uni ty
i s r o o t e d i n t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t c h u r c h e s
w h i c h h o l d a c o m m o n f a i t h o u g h t t o b e
labo r i ng toge the r a t common tasks , and
not working at cross-purposes, still less in
competition with one another. We hold this
conviction with all our hearts, and we find
it strengthened by our recollection of the
success that has attended the cooperative
efforts of the recent past, especially dur¬
ing and immediately af ter the World War.

I t i s s t i l l f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n e d w h e n
we consider the present state of our own
n a t i o n . T h e f o r c e s o f e v i l i n t h e s o c i a l
order are not only deepl3" entrenched, but
highly organized. Crime has become a
business. Hosti l i ty to Christ and His gos¬
p e l h a s c r e a t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r a n t i -
Christian and anti-religious propaganda.
Not onW are there among us Societies for
t h e P r o m o t i o n o f A t h e i s m , b u t i n e v e r y
center of population there are organized
groups which openly proclaim their pur¬
pose to secure, in our land, the establish¬
ment of agodless State, based upon an ut¬
t e r l y m a t e r i a l i s t i c t h e o r y o f l i f e . T h e s e
th ings shou ld warn us tha t th is i s a t ime
when Chr is t ian men and Chr is t ian groups
should draw together, i f on ly for the re¬
sistance of evils which, if unchecked and
unopposed, will involve our whole social
f a b r i c i n d e s t r u c t i o n .

Wo also recognize that the church is
confronted, in these days, with peculiar
problems and difficulties. Its really seri¬
ous problems are not administration or eco¬
nomics, but ha.vc to do with matters that
are fundamental to the Church’s faith and
l i fe . I t shou ld bo apparent to every
thoughtful man that in such atime as
this Christian people ought to be stand¬
ing together and not apart. As Christians,
we belive that human nature is not altered
by external circumstances, and that the
Gospel of Jesus Christ remains unchanged,
no matter how human inst i tut ions may be
unmade and remade. And we, who do .so
believe, should bear united testimony to
t h i s t r u t h .

We recognize, moreover, awide-spread
tendency among Christian groups to abbre¬
via te or d i lu te the Chr is t ian message, in
the effort to make it acceptable to the
modern ago and adapt i t to modern
thought. The doctrine of sin has been de¬
pressed by many atheory of imperfection
that is to be overcome by anatural devel¬
opment of man’s powers; the doctrine of
redemption has been turned into atheory
of the d iv ine to le ra t ion o f ev i l ; Chr is t i s
again portrayed, as so often in the past,
as merely the greatest of the sons of men;

the kingdom of God is reduced to the level
o f asoc i a l p rog ram w i t h a thc i s t i c back¬
g r o u n d ; t h e r a d i c a l j u d g m e n t w h i c h t h e
Gospel passes upon humani ty and a l l o f
i ts creat ions has boon forgot ten, and by
that forgetfulness the glory of the forgiv¬
ing and ennobl ing love of God has been
o b s c u r e d . T h e s e a n d s i m i l a r d o c t r i n e s h a v e
been put forth in many places as genuine
P r o t e s t a n t t e a c h i n g , a n d t h e L u t h e r a n
Church , shou ld un i te to re jec t them and
to proclaim, in their stead, the Gospel for
which i t has always stood.

Chu rch . Conce r t . May^ 3aconce r t was
given at our Trinity Church, Chicago, 111.,
by the church choir and Johannes Ander¬
son’s Symphony Orchestra, for the bene-
fic o f the congrega t ion .

S u c c e s s f u l “ C o u n t y F a i r . ’ ’ T h e Yo u n g
P e o p l e ’ s S o c i e t y o f t h e S t . S t e p h e n s
Church, Chicago, held what they cal led a

C o u n t y F a i r ’ ’ M a r c h 2 8 - 2 9 , w i t h a l l
sor ts o f a t t rac t ions . The purpose o f th is
affair was to help finance the purchase of

We re jo i ce tha t t he Lu the ran chu rch - the s i t e fo r anew chu rch and pa rsonage ,
bodies in America have held unwaveringly The proceeds of Ihc two evenings was
to the faith of the Church set forth in its $425, wh ich , i t may be sa id , was asuccess-
historic confessions and that all of them, ful result,
b y o f fi c i a l d e c l a r a t i o n s , h a v e r e c o r d e d
their loyalty to this faith; and we are Rev. A. W. Andersen, Chicago, reports
conscious of the repsonsibility that rests very well attended Easter services this
upon us all to bear clear and strong testi- year, at both the Danish and English serv-
mony to this our faith. Believing that the
testimony of the Lutheran Church is weak¬
e n e d b y t h e d i v i s i o n s t h a t e x i s t w i t h i n
i t , we solemnly declare i t to be our pur¬
pose to do all that is in our power to put
a n d e n d t o t h e s e d i v i s i o n s . W e t h e r e f o r e
se t fo r th the fo l l ow ing s ta temen t as the
expression of our mind and wil l .

{ I

t { < (

ices. The young people had decorated the
a l t a r w ' i t h a w e a l t h o f E a s t e r l i l l i e s . A f t e r
t h e s e r v i c e t h e s e fl o w e r s w e r e d i v i d e d i n t o
12 bouquets and brought ou t to o ld and
sick people who could not come to church.

I t

D i s t r i c t 9 C o n v e n t i o n . T h e N i n t h D i s ¬
trict of our synod. Rev. A. E. Sorensen,
Seattle, Wash., president, rvas held at Ta¬
coma, Wash., Rev. S. Isaksen’s charge.
May 4-5. The business meeting on Satur¬
day was conducted in Danish, while all
discussion on Sunday was in English. Sun¬
day forenoon Rev. Sorensen preached and
R e v . I s a k s e n s e r v e d a t t h e C o m m u n i o n
Serv ice. Rev. P. J . Pfleuger spoke in the
a f t e r n o o n , a n d R e v. J o h a n n e s P e t e r s e n
and Rev. Sorensen in the evening.

We recognize as evangelical Lutheran
all Christian groups which accept the Holy
Scriptures as the only rule and standard
for faith and life, by which all doctrines
are to be judged, and do sincerely receive
t h e h i s t o r i c c o n f e s s i o n s o f t h e L u t h e r a n
Church (especially the unaltered Augsburg
C o n f e s s i o n a n d L u t h e r ’ s S m a l l C a t h o -
chism) “as awitness of the truth and a
presentation of the correct understanding
o f o u r p r e d e c e s s o r s ’ ’ ( F o r m u l a o f C o n ¬
cord, Par t I I , In t ro . , ed Jacobs, p . 538) ;
and wo set up no other standards or testa
of Lutheranism apart from them or along¬
s i d e o f t h e m .

1 1
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L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . A p r i l 1 7 t h e l o c a l
c h u r c h a t L o s A n g e l e s c e l e b r a t e d t h e
b i r thday o f i ts re t i r ing pastor. Rev. N. P.
Gravengaard, with abanquet in the church
parlors. Rev. Gravengaard, who resigned
some t ime ago, preached his part ing ser¬
mon Easter Sunday. He has promised,
however, not to leave the congregation be¬
fore its new pastor. Rev. C. C. Ra.smu.ssen,
a r r i v e s .

W e b e l i e v e t h a t t h e s e c o n f e s s i o n s a r e
to bo interpreted in their historical con¬
text, not as alaw or as asystem of the¬
ology, but as “a witness and declaration
o f f a i t h a s t o h o w t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s
were understood and explained on the mat¬
te rs i n con t rove rsy w i th in the Church o f
God by t hose who t hen l i ved ’ ’ (Fo rmu la
of Concord , Par t I , In t ro . , ed Jacobs, p .
492).

I i

G - ran ly, M iss . The new p ioneer se t t le¬
ment at Granly, Miss., has now reached
proportions which make it necessary for
them to bui ld ameet ing house. Heretofore
they have held their gatherings in the sev¬
eral homes; but these can no longer accom¬
modate the number of people who attend.
For this reason the ladies have taken the
matter in hand. They made aquilt on
which they sold numbers to the Ladies’
Aid Societies throughout the synod for the
b e n e fi t o f a m e e t i n g h o u s e . T h e i r c a m ¬
paign has netted them $213, plus agreat
number of encouraging letters. These let¬
ters will be put into abox and built into
the cornerstone of the new building. “The
Guiding Circle,’’ the English ladies aid
society of Ringsted, Iowa, was the winner
of the quilt on the number 13.

Inasmuch as our now separated Luth¬
e r a n C h u r c h - b o d i e s a l l s u b s c r i b e t h e s e
same confessions, i t is our s incere bel ief
t h a t w e a l r e a d y p o s s e s s a fi r m b a s i s i n
w h i c h t o u n i t e i n o n e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
A m e r i c a a n d t h a t t h e r e i s n o d o c t r i n a l
reason why such aunion should not come
to pass. Wo believe that it would have
God’s blessing, and we pray that He will
grant to a l l o f us the wisdom, the cour¬
age and the patience to accomplish it.

W e d i r e c t t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h t o b r i n g t h e s e r e s o l u ¬
t i o n s t o t h e o f fi c i a l a t t e n t i o n o f t h e o t h e r
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h - b o d i e s i n A m e r i c a a n d t o
i n v i t e t h e m t o c o n f e r w i t h u s w i t h a v i e w
to the establishment of closer relationships
b e t w e e n t h e m a n d o u r s e l v e s .

Wo a l so d i rec t t he P res iden t t o ap¬
po in t acommiss ion , o f wh ich he sha l l be
Chairman and in which the laity of the
Church shall be represented, to conduct
any discussions, with them or with any of
them, that may result from this invita¬
t i o n .

1 1

1 1

1 1

F o r t h e C a n a d a M i s s i o n . T h e G u i d i n g
Circle, Ringsted, Iowa, which won the
above mentioned quilt, has decided once
more to sell numbers on this quilt in the
.same manner as the Granly ladies did. This
time the receipts will be given to the Can¬
ada Miss ion . Le t te rs about th is have a l¬
ready been sent out to all the Ladies Aid.s
o f the synod .

« * » *

1 11 1
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Santal Baptisms. From the beginning of
t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n i n 1 8 6 7 ' a n d u n t i l t h e
close of 1933 there have been 43,680 bap¬
t i s m s i n o u r fi e l d .

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a ,
the Old People’s Home of our synod, is
appealing through its president, Mr. J. Fr.

‘ ‘ Va l b o r g s m i n d e , ; i
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this paper, was drawn np and passed to
b e s e n t t o t h e s y n o d i c a l c o n v e n t i o n a t
Danevang-, Texas. Sunday forenoon, wor¬
sh ip and Commun ion Serv ice . Eev. Krog
s p o k e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n . R e v. J o h a n n e s
M o r t e n s e n i n t r o d u c e d a d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t
c h a n g e s i n o u r f o r m o f c h u r c h s e r v i c e ,
which was confined at the evening meet¬
ing. Tl ie tenor of the discussion was that
a f ter such changes had been t r ied moat
people were glad to return to the old form.

l e t t e r t h a t h e h a s v i s i t e d a l l t h e c h u r c h e s
of the distr ic t dur ing the months of Jan¬
u a r y a n d F e b r u a r y. H e f o u n d t h e w o r k
everywhere progressing, and ho thinks that
this t ime of depression has i>roven to be
ablessing to the church. Everywhere the
relationship between pastor and congrega¬
t ion was o f the best . Rev. Dor f is do ing
a g r e a t w o r k a t B r o o k l y n . H i s S u n d a y
School has grown from nto 99.

Petersen, for contributions. They are ask¬
i n g f o r a c h u r c h c o l l e c t i o n o n M o t h e r ’ s
Day o r some la te r Sunday.

Spr ing Ar r i va ls . A t each o f the homes
o f R e v. E n o k M o r t e n s e n , C h i c a g o , a n d
Rev. Svond Kj ter, Dwight , lU. , they have
h a d t h e j o y o f w e l c o m i n g a n e w b a b y
daughter.

» « # «

Dr. Erl ing Ostergaard, who recently had
to submit to an operat ion at Minneapol is,
is now recuperating in his home at Tyler,
M i n n .

* * * *

T e a F r o m I n d i a . T h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n

office at Minneapolis has received aship¬
ment of mission tea—orange pekoe—which
the are se l l ing to f r iends o f the miss ion
fo r 75 cen ts apound .

ANew Al tar, the g i f t o f the South Sid¬
ney, Mich., Ladies Aid, has been set up
i n t h e i r c h u r c h . I t w a s d e d i c a t e d E a s t e r
Sunday.

* * * *

Rev. Erik Bach, Ludington, Mich., has
been called by our church at Juhl, Mich.
Ho has no t fe l t , however, tha t he cou ld
leave his work at Ludington and has de¬
clined to accept the call.

New Al tar P iece. St . Jo.seph’s Church,
Detroit, Mich., has received as agift from
h l r . N i e l s J e n s e n a b e a u t i f u l n e w a l t a r
piece represent ing the Lord’s Supper.

Munificent Bequest. Mr. Jep P. Dau,
late president of the wholesale firm Reid,
Murdock &Co., Chicago, who passed away
March 13 at the age of 89, has bequeathed
a la rge pa r t o f h i s two m i l l i on do l l a r
tune to charitable inst i tut ions. Among
these was the Danish Old People’s Home
of Chicago, wh ich is to rece ive the sum
o f $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . M r. D a u c a m e t o A m e r i c a
f rom Denmark a t t he age o f 20 .

f o r - *

t h e o f fi c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n o f
the young people’s societies of our synod,
has just completed an extensive campaign
for new subscribers, which brought in 19.5
new subscript ions and 91 renewals.

‘ ‘ t J n g d o m , t »

The Mamis tee Mich. , Congregat ion has
ca l l ed Leo B roe , a theo log i ca l s tuden t a t
our seminary at Des Moines, Iowa. He has
accepted the cal l and expects to move to
Man is tee ea r l y i n t he summer.

Go lden Wedd ing . On Apr i l 17 Mr. and
^Mrs. .Tens Hansen, Tyler, Minn., celebrated

the 50th anniversary of their marrige. A
large festival in their honor had been ar¬
ranged at the Danebod gymnasium. Over
200 friends and relatives were present.
Rev. Holger Strandksov spoke, the men’s
choir, under the direction of Dr. F. N.
Thomsen sang anumber of selections, and
Mr. Hans Jensen, ason of the old couple,
gave av io l i n so lo .

Rev. Er ik Mol le r, Omaha, Nebr. , wr i tes
in his local paper:

“ A t t h e q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g o f o u r
church it was decided to have Engli.sh
c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e e v e r y o t h e r m o n t h .
This means that every other time the com¬
m u n i o n s e r v i c e f a l l s o n t h e s e c o n d S u n ¬
day of the month instead of the first.

The reason for this change should be
obvious. We have felt the need of English
services in our church. Then why should
w e w i t h h o l d t h e v e r y h e a r t a n d s o u l o f
o u r w o r s h i p — t h e L o r d ’ s S u p p e r — f r o m
those who feel the English language more
fu l ly min is ters to the i r needs?

Conven t ion a t Por t l and , Me . D is t r i c t 1
of our synod wil l hold i ts annual conven¬
tion at Portland, Me., May 17-19.

T o D e n m a r k . S w . B a d e n w i l l l e a v e o n
J u n e 2 2 o n t h e S S F r e d e r i k V ’ l U t o m a k e
a v i s i t t o D e n m a r k .

X
The Danebod Fo l k Schoo l

R e v . E n e v o l d Te r k e l s e n D e a d . D v k .

reports that Rev. Enevold Terkelsen, Hor¬
ning, Denmark, i>a.ssed away March 27 at
the age of 72, Many of our people will
remember his son, Johannes Terkelsen, who
some years ago was amember of the fac¬
ulty of Grand View College.

I i f }

The Danebod Folk School wi l l open i ts
doors on June. 3for an eight weeks sum¬
mer tenn for g i r ls . As imi lar summer term
was made possible last year in spite of
d r o u g h t a n d o t h e r fi n a n c i a l d i f fi c u l t i e s .
Atotal of sixty-two girls were registered
dur ing the te rm—and f rom a l l commen ts
received f rom students as wel l as facul ty
members our session was very successful.

The eight weeks will be spent in acon¬
t i n u e d e f f o r t t o s h a r e a l l t h a t i s w o r t h
while in l i fe. Amorning period wil l be
given to B ib le s tudy. .Tohannes Knudsen,
o n e o f t h e p r e s e n t f a c u l t y m e m b e r s o f
Grand View Col lege, wi l l d i rect us in h is
spec ia l fie ld , name ly l i t e ra tu re . Mrs . E l¬
l e n K n u d s e n , t h e j i r e . s e n t i n s t r u c t o r i n
gymnastics at Grand View College, will be
in charge of gymnastics, sports and a
study of personal hygiene. Miss Ingeborg
Lund of Hampton, iowa, will assist in the
craft, needlework and hobby periods. Mrs.
Strandskov will be in charge of music and
c ra f t pe r i ods .

A n u m b e r o f s p e a k e r s a r e e x p e c t e d
throughout the summer. ,Some will be with
us for one or two days, others aweek or
more. John G. Rockwell, the present Com¬
m i s s i o n e r o f E d u c a t i o n o f M i n n e s o t a ,
p romised me yes te rday when Iwas in h is
office in St. Paul, that he would be down
to speak to us dur ing the summer.

We h a v e m a d e t h e p r i c e f o r t h e t e r m
very low, $35.00 for the full term, or $5.00
per week. The girls are then asked to as¬
sist one hour each day in the daily house¬
h o l d d u t i e s .

Both the Danish and English languages
will be used in the classes, lectures, etc.
Last year we had several girls who knew
very little Danish when they came here,
but who eagerly pursued the study of
s a m e .

We hearti ly extend our invitation to
the young girls of our Church communities
t o c o m e a n d s h a r e t h e s u m m e r w i t h u s .

) t

Dr. Edv. Geismar of the University of
Copenhagen is to give aseries of lectures
on Soren Kierkegaard this summer at
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y.●»

ASeven-Armed Candlestick, which for¬
merly belonged to the late Rev. Ole Jacob¬
sen , Troy, N . Y. , has been p resen ted to
the new congregation at Granly, Miss., for
use on the altar. The gift was made by
Mrs. Jacobsen through Rev. Holger P.
Jorgensen.

* # * *

Eev. and Mrs. H. Juhl , Grayl ing, Mich. ,
celebrated thei r 25th wedding anniversary
on April 5. The festivit ies began with
Communion Service in the church, which
h a d b e e n b e a u t i f u l l y d e c o r a t e d f o r t h e
occasion. Rev. A. C. Kildegaard led the
s e r v i c e . A f t e r w a r d s a f e s t i v e m e a l w a s
se rved , wh ich was fo l l owed by amee t ing
with congratulatory talks, much singing,
a n d m u s i c . V i s i t i n g p a s t o r s w e r e R e v.
and Mrs. K jo lhede, Rev. and Mrs. K i lde¬
gaard, and Rev. and Mrs. Erik Bach.

Mr. Fred Jensen, Omaha, Nebr., has do¬
n a t e d f o u r b e a u t i f u l n e w c h a n d e l i e r s t o
o u r c h u r c h t h e r e .

A t t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
meet ing Apr i l 22 i t was decided to inst i¬
tute the duplex envelope sy.stem with the
prov is ion that un less areasonable amount
is contributed for synodical purpo.ses the
church board is authorized to augment
this by taking from the local funds for
this purpose.—It was also decided to insti¬
tute a junior membership in the congrega¬
t ion fo r young peop le who a re confirmed
but who have not reached the i r ma jor i ty.
T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n o f s u c h a m e m b e r i s t o
be not less than $2 annually.—^Next year
is the 60th anniversary of the congrega¬
t i o n . O n t h i s o c c a s i o n i t w a s d e c i d e d t o
p r i n t a m e m o r i a l , t h e p r e p a r a t i o n f o r
which was left in the hands of the pastor
a n d t h e c h u r c h b o a r d .

C l i n t o n , I o w a .

Mrs. P. A. Mol ler, West Denmark, Wis. ,
passed away April 4at her home after
s e v e r a l w e e k s o f i l l n e s s . S h e w a s l a i d t o
rest at West Denmark cemetery. Mrs. Mol¬
ler was one of the pioneer women of that
part of Wisconsin; she is survived by her
husband, five sons, and two daughters, of
whom Rev. Aage Mol ler is wel l known to
many of our readers.

«

Churcl i Library. Rev. Ki ldegaard, Green¬
ville, Mich., writes in his parish paper
t h a t a r r a n g e m e n t s a r e b e i n g m a d e t o
h a v e a c o l l e c t i o n o f b o o k s i n t h e c h u r c h e s

of North Sidney and South Sidney for
free use. They will be placed in the church
so that church goers can help themselves.
The books may be taken home, but must
be brought back as soon as read. They
should not be kept over two or three
w e e k s .

#

District Convention was held by the 8th
district of our synod at Salinas, Calif.,
April 5-7. The meeting opened with ade¬
votional service the evening of April 5.
N e x t f o r e n o o n a n d a f t e r n o o n w e r e d e v o t e d
t o d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e w o r k o f t h e s y n o d .
A. proposal, which is found elsewhere in

* *

Rev. F. O. Lund, Portland Me., presi¬
dent of District I, writes in his monthly
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B O O K Smust make it our business to find and ap-
p r o p i ' i a t e . T h i s i s t h e o n l y w a y i n t h e
realm of research. In the .spi r i tual realm
rel ig ion offers us t ruth, however, as agi f t
of God through revelation. Is this greater
guarantee in its sphere preferable to ‘seek
and ye shall find’ of research, or was Les¬
sing correct when he said: ‘If God offered
me in one hand all truth, and in the other
the search after truth, Iwould say, keep
t h e t r u t h f o r T h y s e l f , o n l y g i v e m o t h e
r igh t to . sea rch ’? I s the r i gh t o f sea rch
more irrolitable than the joy of possession,
and are we forever, even in the realm of
the spiritual, to play the part of prospec¬
t o r s ? W h a t . s h a l l w e m a k e o f t h e c e r t a i n ¬
ty of assurance in rel igion gained through
fa i t h? ” I n t he re j ec t i on o f au tho r i t y and
t h e i n s i s t e n c e o n a n a t i o n a l m o t i v e w o
may be ab le t o show tha t : ‘ ‘ True mora l
law is not aman-made conception of what
ought to bo super imposed upon what is ,
b u t i s r a t h e r a s t a t e m e n t o f w h a t i s a n d
the condition of its highest development.
(K. W. Sockman). If we can apply this to
t h e t e n c o m m a n d m e n t s , t h e b e a t i t u d e s ,
the Lord’s prayer, and other ethical teach¬
i n g s o f t h e B i b l e , C h r i s t i a n e t h i c s w i l l
have ga ined infin i te ly much.

M o d e r n s c i e n c e h a s m u c h t o c o n t r i b u t e
to re l ig ion, but i t may a lso work d i rec t ly
against it. This is especially true with re¬
spec t t o Ch r i s t i an e th i cs , i l any soc io l o¬
gists frequently minimize the authority of
e.xisting moral codes by declaring that
they are mere conventions agreed upon by
humani ty. But th is one s ided presentat ion
of the development of moral codes is in¬
a d e q u a t e . W e a r e i n f o r m e d t h a t : ‘ ‘ T h e
G r e e k t h i n k e r s w e r e a w a r e t h a t t h e r e i s a

difference between what is true by conven¬
t i o n — i i o m o — a n d w h a t i s t r u e b y n a t u r e
—phusei. Some things are right merely be¬
cause society agrees upon them as aform
of procedure designated to make for or¬
derliness and harmony. But some things
are r ight because they are true to nature
independently of custom or legislation.
(Sockman). The New P.syehology is re¬
pea ted ly ove remphas iz ing the c ruder i n¬
s t inc ts o f ou r phys ica l na tu re . P ro fessor
Whi tehead ’s much quoted s ta tement that :

R e l i g i o n i s n o t a l w a y s a g o o d t h i n g ; i t
i s o f t e n a v e r y b a d t h i n g , ” m a y w e l l b e
res ta ted in such a . way tha t i t becomes
applicable of other fields beside religion.

If you in no other way have received one
o f ou r bu l l e t i ns , t hen w r i t e and ask f o r
one, and any information you should like
t o h a v e .

(Continued from Col. 148)
days, hence these bibl ical teachings seem
s o u n r e a l i s t i c i n l i t e r a t u r e . P u t t h i s b o o k

side by side in abook shop window with
abook on the fallacy of ‘‘the New- Deal,
o r t h e h e a v e n l y m i s s i o n o f '
Deal,
t h e T w i n k l i n g o f a n E y e ” w i l l r e m a i n
u n t o u c h e d .

Eat iona l i . s t i c p reachers thought i t iho i r
s a c r e d d u t y t o c o n v e r t t h e f o l l o w e r s o f
p ie t i s t i c ga ther ings in Denmark (gude l ige
P o r s a m l i n g e r ) t o t h e m o r e
v i e w s o f t h e h e r o e s o f e i d i g h t e n m e u t .
Chr i s t ian i t y was agross supers t i t i on , and
i t was the preacher ’s duty to save these
people f rom the i r superst i t ious ways. But
strangely enough, i t was those same be¬
l ievers that became the p i l lars under the
g r e a t r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t
w h i c h h a s t h e f o l k s c h o o l a n d t h e f r e e
c h u r c h u s i t s m o n u m e n t .

T h e c h u r c h i s o f t e n a c c u s e d o f n o t c a c h ¬
ing asecond coming of Chr is t . We in the
D a n i s h C h u r c h d o n o t f o r c e t h e i s s u e b u t
t ouch upon i t wheneve r ou r t ex t s t ouch
opon i t . Let everyone who l ikes to medi¬
tate upon the.se th ings read this book.

L. C. Bundgaard.

H o l g o r S t r a n d s k o v,
Ty l e r, M i n n .

} )

- o t h e N e w
fi n d I v e n t u r e t o s t a t e t h a t
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C O N T E M P O R A R Y C H R I S T I A N
E T H I C S I N R E V I E W

(Cont inued f rom Col . 150)

apostles believed in the finality of their
message (c f . 1Thess . 2 :13 e t ah) . How¬
e v e r, t h e r e i s a v a s t a n d i m p o r t a n t s t e p
between such an unprejudiced observation,
and the .aequsition of an accurate under¬
standing of what const i tutes that message
which they did not dare to change (cf.
Ga l . 1 :6 -10 ; 1Cor. 4 :2 ) .

n i .

Our modern age is said to have made a
eru.shing blow to the authority of the
c h u r c h . T h a t t h e d e c l i n i n g a u t h o r i t y o f
the church—an authority acquired through
t h e c e n t u r i e s — h a s m a d e i t m o r e d i f fi c u l t
for the Chr is t ian eth ie is ts to gain ahear¬
ing no one can deny. However, the real
question is, whether that suppossedly lost
authority is an integral part of the Gospel,
or whether it is apow'er which rightfully
belongs to entirely different domains?
Perhaps we shall discover that this loss
of authority is agreat gain for the church.
For w'hich is more helpful in the construc¬
tion of the ethics of tomorrow, asimple
unmistakable sphere of author i ty or abe¬
w i lde r i ng comp lex o f powers?

Today men look to the various sciences
for answers to questions which they in
past generations asked the church,
wise, men do no longer ask the church to
define principles of the state. Here mod¬
ern democracy has gained aground which
it wil l never relinquish to the church. This
means that the church’s sphere of author¬
ity is gradually becoming smaller, but
more spec ific . Be ing d ivested o f some of
her assumed authority, the church is com¬
i n g n e a r e r h e r o w n i n h e r i t e d a u t h o r i t y :
au tho r i t y i n n■u ’s o f s i n and g race . Wo
m a y w e l l p r o l o m t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e ¬
m e n t b y P i ( r . 1 . B . B a n g : ‘ ‘ T h e r e
w a s a t i m e i n w h i c h t h e c h u r c h a s . s u m e d
t h e t a s k — w h i c h d i d n o t b e l o n g t o i t — o f
fostering and protecting the emerging cul¬
ture and science, but when it has surren¬
dered this task, that is not aretrogressive
bu t ap rog ress ive s tep .

Modern science has paved the way for
many new and be t te r app roaches to the
solution of many of the problems in life.
I t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t m o d e r n s c i e n c e h a s l e f t
its impress upon the temper of the age.
Men like Inge believe that the temper of
t h e a g e c o n s t i t u t e s a d i s t i n c t g a i n t o
C h r i s t i a n e t h i c s . H i s o b s e r v a t i o n s l e a d h i m
to bel ieve that there ‘‘ is ahigher standard
o f v e r a e t i y a n d m o r n r e s p e c t f o r e v i ¬
d e n c e . ” I f t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n o r c o n c l u s i o n
b e c o r r e c t t h e r e i s e v e r y r e a s o n t o r e ¬
j o i c e . T h i s p r e s e n t d a y i n s i s t e n c e u p o n
e v i d e n c e i n v o l v e s c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
which are much needed, e.sppcially on the
p a r t o f t h o s e w h o l o i d i t o w a r d m o d e r n
s c i e n c e a s a n i n f a l l i b l e o r a c l e . I t i s a l s o
argued that ‘‘ the search for truth, as
Lessing and others have been found to as¬
sert, brings more benefit than the posses¬
sion of it.” Since we are dealing with a
subject which l ies within the spir i tual
realm it may be apropos to quote J. A. W.
Hass on this very point. ‘‘We cannot deny
the s t rong human conv ic t ion tha t t ru th is
not of our making, but at the same t ime
this truth that is not of our making we

1 1 h u m a n e j j
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S i x t h V e r s e f o r “ A m e r i c a . ” R e v . B e n ¬
jamin Copeland, Buffalo, N. Y., has writ¬
ten the following verse, rvhich has been
indorsed by the Buffalo Methodist Minis¬
t e r i a l A s s o c i a t i o n a s a n a d d i t i o n t o

A m e r i c a ” :

May al l the nations share.
Lord God, thy gracious care.

Thy name adore.
Praise to the Pr ince of Peace,
His Kingdom shal l increase
Ti l l wrong and wars sha l l cease

F o r e v e r m o r e .

t (

L i k e -

) J

T h e B r i t i s h B i b l e
Society reports that in the year just passed
they have sent out 11 million Bibles, which
is 300,000 more than dur ing the previous
y e a r. T h e s e B i b l e s w e r e p r i n t e d i n 6 7 8
d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e s a n d d i a l e c t s . D u r i n g
the year have been made tramslations into
11 new languages, namely, 9Af r ican d ia¬
lects, one South Sea Island language, and
the language of the Latv ian Gypsies.

1 1 M i l l i o n B i b l e s .
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I V .

It is impossible to il iscuss Christian
e th i cs w i thou t encoun te r i ng ques t i ons o f
a, theological nature. However, this does
not need to mitigate the value to be de¬
r i v e d f r o m t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f C h r i s t i a n e t h ¬
ics. Any book that eludes these questions
in its treatment of Christian ethics is prac¬
tically without any value to aclergyman.
Every book on Christ ian ethics rests upon
some definite conception of God and man;
atheological as wel l as an anthropological
postulate. The way in which contemporary
e t h i e i s t s a r r i v e a t t h e s e i s i n i t s e l f a n i n ¬
teresting study. Furthermore, they are de¬
termining factors in the construction of a
.system of Christian ethics. Lippman says,

I f o u r s c i e n t i fi c k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n
nature were adequate we would achieve in
t h e h u m a n i s t i c c u l t u r e t h a t w h i c h a l l t h e ¬
o l o g i e s h a v e t r i e d t o a c h i e v e ; w e c o u h l
f o u n d o u r l u o r a l i t v o n t e s t e d t r u t h s .

N e w J e w i s h S t a t e . B i r o - B i d s c h a n i s t h e
name o f anew . l ew i sh s t a te , c rea ted by
Soviet Russia in Siberia, north of Man¬
c h u r i a . I t h a s a p o p u l a t i o n o f 5 0 , 0 0 0 , o f
whom 12,000 are Jews. It is half the size
o f B r i t a i n .

Pr int ing of
C H U R C H B U L L E T I N S

A N N U A L R E P O R T S

L E T T E R H E A D S

E N V E L O P E S

E tc . E t c .
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i t n o t a b o u t t i m e t h a t w e a d m i t t h a t

some of the most promising
knowledge, of human nature” is coming
from the. theologians of today? It was
D e s c a r t e s w h o s a i d t h a t s c i e n c e c o n s i s t s
in close observation, surely aquality that
is not exclusively confined to any group of
m e n .

i ( s c i e n t i fi c
E T C . E T C .

H O L S T P R I N T I N G C O .

Cedar Falls, Iowa
E r n e s l J ) . N i e l s e n .


